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President Bush to Address International Conference for Pro-Democracy Activists 

"Democracy and Security: Core Values and Sound Policies" Conference to Take Place in Prague 5-6 June 2007. Hosted By Prague Security Studies Institute, Jerusalem-Based Shalem Center's Adelson Institute For Strategic Studies and Madrid's Foundation for Social Analysis and Studies

PRAGUE, May 15 – U.S. President George W. Bush will address a conference on "Democracy and Security: Core Values and Sound Policies," hosted by the Prague Security Studies Institute, Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies at the Jerusalem-based Shalem Center and the Foundation for Social Analysis and Studies in Madrid. The conference will be attended by leading dissidents, human rights activists, academics and world leaders. 

The conference, scheduled to take place in Prague, June 5-6, 2007, is a joint initiative of three long-time champions of human rights and democracy: human rights activist, author, political leader and founding Chairman of the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies, Natan Sharansky; former President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Havel, leader of the "Velvet Revolution"; and former Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar. 

"In today's world of confrontation, there is no better weapon than the promotion of democracy," stated Sharansky. "We have every reason to believe that this can succeed because all people, without exception, want to be free. The people who can best convey this important message are the democratic dissidents themselves and that is why this conference is so unique. This conference gives those responsible for policy-making an important opportunity for direct dialogue with the dissidents themselves." 

The Prague Security Studies Institute, the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies at The Shalem Center and the Foundation for Social Analysis and Studies in Madrid have organized this first-ever event to bring dissidents together with leading politicians in democratic countries to discuss the importance and relevance of democracy and to explore ways to promote democracy in totalitarian regimes, and the empowerment of dissidents in that process. "Not only is it a moral responsibility, it is also in the vital interests of everyone who lives in democratic or free conditions not to be indifferent to the fate of people who do not enjoy the same good fortune, and to offer a wide spectrum of help to those who have the courage, under the rule of lies, to serve truth," comments President Vaclav Havel on the conference topic.

The Prague Security Studies Institute (http://www.pssi.cz) is a non-profit think tank established to advance the building of a just, secure, democratic, free-market society in the Czech Republic and other post-communist states. PSSI also aims at identifying and analyzing foreign policy and security-related issues in the area of transatlantic relations. PSSI is closely affiliated with PSSI Washington, Inc. (http://www.pssiwashington.org/), which is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organization committed to expanding and deepening the field of security studies and enriching the public policy debate on security-related issues in the U.S.–Czech relationship and the Atlantic Alliance more broadly.

The Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies at the Shalem Center in Jerusalem (http://www.shalemcenter.com) is a think tank that develops, articulates and builds support for the strategic principles needed to address the challenges currently facing Israel and the West. The institute explores topics ranging from democracy and security, to nationalism, terror and identity. The Shalem Center is a non-partisan, privately funded academic research institute that supports original research in fields most crucial to the public life of Israel, the Jewish people and the West. Through its publications, public lectures, private seminars, and student programs, the Shalem Center has brought together thinkers, opinion-setters, policy-makers and future leaders to discuss issues of common concern to the Jewish state, the Jewish nation and the world. 

FAES is the acronym for the Spanish think tank Fundacion para el Analisis y los Estudios Sociales, translated as the Foundation for Social Analysis and Studies (http://www.fundaes.es). The Madrid-based organization is known as the "popular party's ideas laboratory," and was established in November 2002. The president of the association is former Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar. 

For further information on the conference and the accreditation procedure please contact:

Jan Marian

Prague Security Studies Institute
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